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This ebook isreeware and you are welcomnte distribute, give away or otherwise shafthough not sell) to anyone
you wishon the condition that none of thenaterial within is changed or edited in any way

OBLIGITORY LEQ2AISCLAIMERis ebook is written asgeneral guide only and is in no wayecommendation to use a sword for backyard
cutting purposes. While every effort has been made to provide aceurdibrmation on the targets described here, there are many situational
variables that this work cannot cover.

It is STRONGLRECOMMENDED to receive proper training from a qualified instructor before attempting test cutting as SWORDS ARE N
TOYS and thedby/sport of Backyard cutting can potentially resulisgvere permanent injuries or even death. Despite all precautions being
taken, unexpected accidents can and DO happen and it is the responsibility of the reader to exercise common sense afat tespeletde

at all times.
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contained herein, nor is it responsible for injury, loss of health or loss of life.
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Introductio n

SO, WHAT IS BACKYARD CUTTING?

X % With the resurgence of interest in collectirsgvords (both Eastern and Western)
and the easeof buying sharp and fully functional swords tie internet, its no
secret that there is a growingumber of people with aih y' i S NB & (& (h dfF ™ Od
~ Ay (GKS o) O1l&l NRX Y

__ From what | jokingly refer to as doing the ofddzii G & W{ I YdzNI} A DI N
pruning jobto simply chopping up the box your new swadd YS Ay S AGQ
slightly wacky) hobbthousands of peole across the world enjoy. Souch so that

there are actually serirganizedr Yy R &l FSie& O2yalOAz2dza W
small group of people bring along their shanpinty things to a friends house, chop
somestuff upt and then sit back and have a bitayarn over a good barbeque and
some beers (andtrictlyin that order!).

—

L~ - 2 KAES AGQ& Ftt 3 NDBtodicariied hwRy tiefE arg sahE ¢

. =

. pretty important basic safety considerations to take into accobefore you even
. = think ofreaching for thaterrified soda bottle...

SAFETY FIRST

LOQ@S 2F0Sy KSIFNR Al aesticiRtingiskduld ledrnysdnieybSsic Grayftifing Sidling 3
principals are very much theame: everyone should be well behind t#6F A NJA y 3o basicglBteat the/sword
asaf 2F RSR 3dzy o6i0GKIFGQa 21 RSR Fff G4KS G4AYSOO®

{2 KSNBQa | FS¢g ol ar0O Nz Sa G2 tA@S oey
T 52y Qi Odzi Ay I NB lthioughl&eepdv&yoneod & the wajtlye RS dfihe sword.
T 52y Qi Odzi | NRPdzyR @2dzNJ LISG&H
5 2 ydéink before cutting (alcoholan@l 6 2 NRa R2y Qi YAEO® b2d SOSy wm RN
T 52y Qi R2 GSad OdzidAy3a f2ySood
Essentially if you think about what could goNBy 3 0 SF2NBKI YR O6AYy |y kirtl Bffwayii K S
swords can sometimes dthe damndestthings) and do everything possibte minimize these risks, you can
concentrateon having=U-N!
READY TO CUT?!
{2 SOSNE2ySQa O0SKAFR2BKBKIE NYISE s 2 RRZQDY (SSeNkf bfybitis & 2
to be had once thoseargets have been dealt with) and your ready@adzi{iTke only question remaining now is,

what are you going to cut up today- :

Well, I am glad you asked. Because we are goiug to take a look at some common (acttkap) targets you can
chop up, how tausethem and what they will do to your blade...

LiQa GIFNBSG GAYSH Y
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TARGET #1: Water Filled Plastic Milk Jugs

Fill up a plastic milk jug with water, put it onséand of &,
somedescription and give it a go chopping a plastic milk j
jug into pieces isne ofthe easiest targets of them alland
very forgivingon the blade to boot!

Some people like to pickle chip therin otherwords try to
get as many cuts out of one Jug they possibly can, as
thinly as they can. Other@ike me) like to line up as mg
as | can antry to cut them all with one massive hit!

Whichever way you like to do them, Milk Juye a great,
inexpensive targeti K 2 dz3 K forge@ty” dryiyour sword
off thoroughly andgive it a good oiling as quickly a
possible afterwardandyoug 2 y Qi KI @S | y @

YOUTUBE EXAMPLE

Like | mentioned before, my favourite way of cutting Milk Jugs is in a
row.

You really can tell a lot about both your cutting technique and the
sharpness of a sword by lining them up in this way. Andrithe kind

of spooky to see how the tops fall sometimes when you get that
LISNFSOG a%Syé¢ at A0Sood

Click on the image to see the youtube video exampla this case
with aCheness Cutlery Katana

The skin of a sodaottle is a lot tougher to cuthrough than a Milk Jug and
it takes a muclkeener blade to slice them.

It also takes a fairlguick cut because if your strike is too slow, thkt
happens is that you will bat them across thard like a baseball (strike
@2dz2NDRS 2dziHOPEKS aYl ff SN (KBake®g y (i |
there is more pressure inside thmttle.

It should also be noted that swords with a thinner blade profile tend to cut
smaller bottles easier (yet they struggle with the more athed targets;
like all things, it is a trade off).

The only downside is that because tién of soda bottles is thicker, it may

| \ —L_| well leavesmall scratches on the blade, which bothemme people, but
others think a sword without & S ¢ W6 | (i G fadks chabeitenfii©#HsS possible with thinner blades that if
they make contact with the hard lip of the bottle, they can actually chip the blade, so they are certainly not as easy
target as they might first appear...
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TARGET #3 Fruit and Veg

Yes, | kidyounotYlF { Ay 3 | WT N3brd frotn IpihelapgRIes, & A
apples, lemons, orangeand watermelons (nd to mention vegieslike
LIzY LIl Ay a0 YAIKG 0 SreaPidastt espe@allysifeydau 6 d
stumbleupond 2 YS SEOS&aa TFNUA G | ydRpediged
and wasteful to do on the good stuff K2 dzZ3 KX ¢KA OK R2S
license toconvenently let food spoil in the fridge as mwife often
NEYAYRa YSX | SKSO®

Anyway, if you decide to

YIE1S + Wwithygourd &1 f F RQ

sword - bear in m_m_d SIDE NOTE:

afterwards that the acidic 2 KAt S Al &2dzyF
secretions of fruits and veg capickly ruin a blade. So be quick to give it really not a safe thing to
agood wash down with soapy water, dry it affid then a spray on some have someondhrow these
WD40 before givingt a good oiling for good measure. things towards youand try

G2 Odzi GKSY dzL

TARGET# 4: POOL NOODLES

Pool noodles are great fun! Pool noodles ateo actually surprisingly
difficult to cut, mostlybecause ey are extremely lightweight arldave a springy texture so that if your cut is too
slowortoohardtK S f A GGt S & 3ustFoy BowrcRt@fihe ey ¢nd pop Back again to mock youl)

Ly FFEOGZ LQ@S S@Sy akelitaReptatiicating tditioralTatairdsatd dials whp Ka&e had

a fair bit of troublewith pool noodleslt does take a few goes before you get the hang of cutting them, and as a
training tool they are a fun way of testing your cutting speed and devejpgaod velocity.

At the end of the daythe reality is thatPool noodles also have a lot going for them.

Not only are they are fairlgheap (compared toéatami mats), readily obtainable in the sumnmmonths and dry, but
they also leave no permanemarks or scratches on the blade and argraat,fun challenge to start with!

YOUTUBE EXAMPLE

While they may be tricky targets, a small army of pool noodles
proved no match for biaujinkan Oniyuri Katana

So much so that in the end, | decided that thely way to really
get any satisfaction out of cutting them was to insert a solid
broomstick core.

But the Oniyuri went right through that too.

Click on the image to see the video.
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TARGET #5: CARDBOARD BOXES

{2YS LIS2LX S $K2 Ratyigoiten R 2
have no qualms about chopping up thex it came in

OF FGSNI FEt X (0 rdulswpids ig & Box (i K
AayQli AGHOO®

The advantages of cutting cardboard boxeth# they
are relatively cheap and easy to conig. Not to
mention that they are pretty easy tout, even with a
dull blade.

¢tKS RAAFRGIYyGFr3asS Aa jiskmaide oOgapeRan® ditéilRontazauduneroutother fougly lots
and pieces that can realscratch the surface of a blade and dull the edge
in no time at all.

QUICK TIP:
Before cutting a box, check it
TARGET # 6: NEWS PAPER for staplesoll KSNB A & S
end up with areally nasty
There are basically two ways of using a newspémetest cutting. looking scratch!

The first way is to simplget anormal newspaper, roll it up as tightly as

possible, tie it up with string and soak it irbacket of water (you might

want to weigh itdown with something first) until it is nice armbggy.Then

let it dry a little, stick it into the uprighpeg on your ¢st cutting stand (or

hang it fromsomewhere by some string) and viola! Inst&#htJ2 2 NJ YI y& G G YAQHH

While it is obviously very cheap, it is not a bsubstitute for tatami and has a simila
consistencythat tends not to scratch or damage tlidade, though the ink may run onto the
bladeand needs to be washed off pretty quickly.

The other (much, much harder way) is to do awgingle piece of news paper. You can eith
do this by suspending it from some pegs somewherdreestanding Which is muchmuch
harder and requires truly masterful technique!).

¢2 Odzi GKS LI LISNI ¢ A liaERXikeeh Bladdlang &lighning fasé d
but it can be a lot of fun to try!

YOUTUBE EXAMPLE

Test cutting a single piece of paper pegged to ehelsline demonstrates
how well designed for the cut the differentially hardened Kaze Katana
really is...

And the weird sound it made on that first cut is still something of a
mystery to me.

g

L R

-

'S BEReR g — Click on the image to see the vid.
Bl g N —
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TARGET #7: Meat

ChoppingupODKdzy1 & 27F RS Rforleyeyoné and i thé dafe of goydQastgo pun intended!) |
have generally avoidedsing it as a test medium on my site.

But the fact of the matter is that
swords wereoriginally designed to

cut human flesh andbone, so it

would seem logical to assume that
testing them on chunks of animal
meat is (hopefully!) the closest any
sword enthusiastcan get to test

them for their initial intended

function.

Despite the obvious financial costs

of buying ahuge slab ofmeat to

chop up, test cutting onmeat is
NBIffe j dzA G S ANR
somethingyou want to really do in

front of the neighbours (1)t but

after you have done a few cuts, it
certainly does teach you some
respect for the damageotential of

@2 dzNJ &6 2 NRX

And t is avery popular medium with the ARM@\ssociation for Renaissance Martial Argdin the Cold $eel
promos to name a few.

Out of respect for the poor pig or cow meat thaiu have chopped, it is probably respectfuBBQ it after you have
finishedhackingitup2 AG K GKA& Ay YAYRZX cledn @ldsticlshed anie grauRdStd catdh2anyK |
meat that falls and deil the sword before cutting 6§ KSNB A &S A Q& vy 2 ut $heuk Yehicaiadd 0 |
tender!) =)

TARGET # 8: Wodl

CNREY mM¢ E wmé fSyaiKa azie N&2 iR
wood is a good test ad swords overall structural integrity and cutting
power, however the resilient nature of this targéénds to leave
scratches on the blade.

Saplings inparticular are much tougher target® cut than many
people might at first think, duén part to the hard vessels within a *
living tree that are used to transport water throughout thémbs *
which tend to bunch up on the blade agiits and can cause the gé
to roll, especiallpn a bad cut.

mé E mé fS8y3adKa 2F aa@bkeédnNbuslacaiRa adzOK Fa UK2as
hardware store are a betteglternative as they are cheap, readily availadnhel can tell you a lot about the durability
of your sword and your owautting power.
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Anything thicker than this is really pushing th&ord further than its intended use and shoydcbbably be avoided
though some people (like myself) like to test out my swords on blocks of firew@ounarily because that while it
does irdeed stress the blade and is destructive testinigjis something | like to do to see if anything loosens up or
takes a set (and as you can seelig poston my armourny | am not alone in this)

In generalthough, for non (or at least minimal) desttive testing purposeswoods like aspen and poplar are
excellent and avoid pine, too many knotbits that will catch the blade and cause sevedge damage or worse.

YOUTUBE EXAMPLE

While | tend to use a very thick woodblock in my durability tests, this is
not advised as a general, everyday target.

True, while some swords can handle it better than others, such a
medium is extremely unforgiving and could potentially result in severe
injury if an error of judgement occurs.

Click on the image to see the vid.

TARGET #9 Bamboo

From the thin but quite strong lengths af/er cane to traditional thick green bamboihis traditional medium for
testing the Japanessword has also seesome popularitywith the Western Martial

arts (WMA) community not to mention the Korean Gumdstyles of swordsmanship,

where it is a regulafeature of their competitions.

When insertedinto the middle of a roll oftatami omote, Bamboo is believed to
simulatethe thickness and consistency of huntaone.

Be sure when selecting bamboo or rivaane only to use the fresh green stuff as the
old and yellowed bamboo is extremdiyugh and tend to splinter instead of cutting
cleanly. While it ispossible to cut it cleanlyafter all, | did it with the Generation 2
RomanWasp Waisted Gladildt risks unsightlgcratching of the blade.

TARGET # 10 BEACH MATS

Like rolled up soaked newspapessraw Beacy I 1a | NB | y2 G KSNJ WLiozheidexsy ya G G
availability in the summer monttend low per unit price. Unfortunately, it takepproximately 34 rolled beach
mats to equathe mass of a single rolled Tatarmand theTatami is sti stiffer.

Of course, this means that it is pretty easymake a huge fat target from Beach Mats thabks impressive to cut,
but only has the resistanag a couple of authentic tatami. Sughactices are pretty deceptive unless declared
openly, but yu can often tell by the colo(Good new Tatami have a green tea hue wBigach mats are a dark
brown color).
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