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Actually, it seems older than that—but it was
started in Feb 2005, so the math's is right—it
just feels like its been around longer…!
Anyway, to celebrate SBG’s birthday—you’ll
find quite a few nice little competitions going

First off, there have been numerous sword reviews added to the site, both from me and from
SBG Visitors.

Video of the Month
15% off a Classic
Generation 2 Sword
10% discount at
Reliks.com
Anyone for a $59
Functional Katana?
And much more!

I haven’t made a
huge deal out of
its birthday, but
its definitely another landmark—
the only question
is now, which
sword should I
use to cut the cake with… ; -)
Cheers,

- Paul Southren

SBG Site News
January has been a pretty busy month.

PLUS:

on this month—
indeed, with tons
of gift vouchers
on offer and a
FREE SWORD
giveaway.

But perhaps the biggest news for SBG was the
launch of the SBG Sword Forum on the 3rd of
December!
It’s only very much in its infancy, but already it
has a core bunch of regulars and a refreshingly
welcoming and friendly environment.
As the first forum of its kind dedicated exclusively to sub US$300 swords, beginners are
more than welcome and there is no sense of
elitism and perhaps even snobbery that is sometimes encountered on the more established
sword forums…
Anyway, I hope you’ll drop by and say ‘hi’, it
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really is a great mix and in many ways a refreshing breath of fresh air.
The other major news for this month is the addition of an often requested ‘what's new’ page
on SBG.
Basically, this dedicated blog keeps track of the
seven most recent additions or changes to the
site so that when you come back to the site you
can see exactly what is new at just a glance.
This new ‘Blog’ pretty much does away with
the old somewhat neglected ‘Behind the Scenes
at SBG’ Blog that I used to use, though I will
still keep it going from time to time.
Anyway, in the meantime…
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE LATEST
SBG SITE NEWS HERE
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Sword Industry News: Bankruptcy, New Designs and Movies!
ARMS OF VALOR
This really is a shame.
But it was recently announced by Jason from
Arms of Valor, who
designed the beautiful
and highly attractive
‘High Elven King
Sword’ (based on
Tolkein’s Silmarillion
and brought to life by
Generation 2) that this
brass and carbon steel
battle ready Lord of the
Rings Sword is about to
be retired…
Luckily, there are still a
few of these beauties
available in stock at
AoV. And after the current stock has sold out,
one FINAL batch will
be produced. ..
Normally US$259, we
are offering SBG visitors a final chance to
pick up these attractive
swords at a whopping
15% discount for a meagre $220.15.
All you need to do is enter the coupon code
‘SBG-15’ next to your name in brackets when
you order and when they process your card Jason will deduct $38 from the cost.
Naturally, stocks are limited, so if you want one
you need to act fast! Click here for a closer
look at this sword on the AoV website.

MUSASHI SWORDS
First there was Masahiro. But in their wake a
‘New’ contender for the absolute lowest priced
Japanese swords has emerged: ‘Musashi
Swords’.

The accompanying poster
for Generation 2’s High
Elven King Sword...

Forged from high carbon steel with a full tang,
these swords are actually reasonably attractive
when you consider the $59 price tag.
Performance wise, one of them in particular
does surprisingly well!
Naturally, swords of at this price point aren’t
going to seriously threaten swords such as Cheness Cutlery and the Hanwei Forge.

“Forged from high
carbon steel with a full
tang, these swords are
actually reasonably
attractive when you
consider the $59 price
tag…”

But when compared to all the other cheap Chinese manufactured Katana that have been
flooding the market in recent months, my tests
revealed that these might well be some of the
better offerings available...
Click here for the SBG Review

A Clarification on United Cutlery by Kit Rae...
You may (or may not) remember that in the last
edition of the Sword Buyers Digest we reported
the official version of events regarding the
bankruptcy of movie and fantasy sword company, United Cutlery.
Well it turns out that United Cutlery did not go
bankrupt because business was not good. In Kit
Rae’s own words: “UC's collectibles business
was huge, and very successful. They went under
because the company got into some bad business ventures outside of their primary market,
which was movie collectibles and fantasy
blades. UC was poised to branch out into the

functional sword market, and they would have
probably been on of the foremost collectible
blade companies in the world, but the powers
that be wanted to get into other things. One of
them was a knife factory in East Tennessee that
never panned out. I t was a case of trying to
grow too big too fast and ignoring where the
cash was coming from. I was working with UC
at the time and saw it coming about three years
back, in the midst of the Lord of the rings program I was running for them.
Hopefully the new owners, Bud-K worldwide,
will get UC back on track.” Time will tell...
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Kit Rae:
One of the Designers for
United Cutleries most popular fantasy swords. Not my
cup of tea, but the man certainly has some talent...
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Interview with Ron Kosakowski from
Traditional Filipino Weapons.com
By Paul Southren (Editor)
This month I am honored to conduct an interview with Martial Arts Legend and supplier of very
affordable yet high quality traditional Filipino combat knives and swords, Ron Kosawalski. Having
trained in Filipino armed and unarmed combat techniques for over 30 years, Ron certainly knows
his way around a Filipino blade and his enthusiasm for these hand made products is catching!
improvements on the bladed weapons for either
self defense or warring and as a tool for typical
jungle survival.
The shorter swords you see on the site are short
due to being able to use them in a jungle environment. But don’t let the size of a 25 inch
sword fool you. A Barong for example, is 21 ½
inches long and could easily cut a body right in
half.

The Ginuting—
official sword of the Filipino Marines and a
common companion to
the ever present M16

SBG: Hi Ron and welcome to the Sword Buyers
Digest - it is truly an honor to have you on
board.
Ron Kosakowski: Thank you, this is quite an
honor to be here!

SBG: I must admit that of all the various types
of South East Asian swords, Filipino ones have
struck me as being particularly pragmatic and
quite frightening in their overall appearance leaving little doubt that they were engineered to
cause maximum damage with minimum effort.
Is this an accurate observation?
And in what ways are Filipino swords different
than those of their neighbors - or indeed, other
swords in general?
Ron Kosakowski: Yes, these blades are perfectly engineered to do the job they were meant
to do. To feel one in your hand is to feel the
power and their killing potential!

A Ginunting may look like a small sword being
thin and only 26 ½ inches long but it can easily
cut off a head or a limb and a body in half as
well.
Especially if that individual is training hard by
hitting trees with rattan or better yet hitting the
tires a 1000 or more times a day.
It takes a lot of hours of training with a sword
or impact weapon to defend against someone
who knows how to use any one of these swords.
You are very correct in saying they are quite
frightening. A well trained Filipino bladed
weapons fighter in his environment is very dangerous regardless of their age!

The Philippines has been a melting pot, due to
its location for a few thousand years. You will
see influences within the culture such as Persian, Italian, African, Chinese, Indonesian, Indian, and of course, Spanish as well as other
cultures. The fighting systems, especially in the
way of weapons was brought over there and
like every culture, they would make slight
changes in the weapons to fit their personal
needs as well as their environment. And like

any melting pot, they will make
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“Don’t let the size of a
25 inch sword fool you.
A Barong for example,
is 21 1/2 inches long
and could easily cut a
body right in half…”
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Interview with Ron Kosakowski from
Traditional Filipino Weapons.com (cont)
SBG: If possible, could you describe a few basic but unique techniques used in Filipino
sword fighting?
Ron Kosakowski: The usual way to properly
fight with a sword is to slash and thrust or
thrust and slash. If you thrust a weapon and if it
is defended against successfully, your opponent
will probably return with a slash or a thrust.
So the follow-up slash you use can either deflect his incoming weapon, cut off his arm or
cut the head off your opponent. This is common
in many sword fighting cultures, not only just
Filipino sword fighting. Depending on the type
of sword, of course; some swords are made for
just thrusting if they are longer and thinner.

SBG: During your travels 'off the beaten path'
in the Philippines you encountered a tribe of
people who now forge the blades seen at:
www.traditionalfilipinoweapons.com
Blades which many people comment are truly
quite amazing value for money pieces. Tell us a
little about how that all came about?
Ron Kosakowski: I had always wanted to have
Filipino swords having been in Filipino martial
arts starting with Kun Tao Dumpag for a little
over 30 years.

for what a Balisong is supposed to be use for.
While I was training in the jungles of the Philippines in the Luzon area, I met a guy who had
Karambits, Pinutes and Ginuntings that he
made. I was completely impressed with the
quality craftsmanship that he and his family
tribe did on the blades I saw.
Come to find out, they have been making these
weapons for nearly a few hundred years within
the family and the trade secrets were handed
down to them from their ancestors. Right away,
I thought that I have to bring these back to the
US. On top of that, I thought of trying to sell
these in the US.
On a handshake (something that is not done in
our culture), he gave me a few thousand dollars
worth of blades to bring back to see what I can
do with them. I first started selling them on my
martial art school website, www.psdtc.com.
Then on that same handshake, I started sending
back quite a bit of money to him to get more
blades and other weapons sent back here. This
kind of trust is not common. My blade maker
says our meeting was no mistake and was
meant to be. And now it is a good business with
people all over the world collecting my blades.

Mountains in Luzon where
these swords and knives
are made the old way...

“On a handshake
(something that is not
done in our culture), he
gave me a few thousand
dollars worth of blades
to bring back to see what
I can do with them...”

The thing that makes these blades even more
unique is like I said before, the fact that they are
not made of the mainstream re-melted spring
steel like most other blades that are made in the
Philippines. My friend in Luzon has some connections outside of the Philippines to get a very
high grade steel that they can work on that is
not found in the Philippines. These swords and
knives can take some unbelievable punishment
and guaranteed will still be able to be handed
down for generations to come. These are true
unique collector’s items!

But finding real good Filipino swords is not an
easy task, especially in the US. So once I got to
the Philippines, my goal was to find some
swords to bring back here to the US.

SBG: What is the most common question people ask you when they visit your site?

I searched around in old stores and elsewhere
but even in the Philippines in this day and age,
good blades are not easy to find. All over the
Philippines, there are hand made blades but
they are made of cheap metal or re-melted
spring steel and to me, many that I found reminded me of tourist knives and swords. I was
even disappointed in some of the Balisong
knives that I brought back from Batangus.
Some are tight so they do not swivel easy or
they are kind of floppy and not well balanced

Ron Kosakowski: Mostly if the blades are full
tang...and they certainly are. They have a trade
secret to holding the handle on these bladed that
will never come off and I can guarantee that!
Another question I hear quite a bit is, “how is
the mirror finish put on these blades?” That, I
cannot reveal. For as primitive a method that
they use, it is still their family secret on how
they do it so perfectly to bring out the beauty of
these blades. It’s just another unique feature
about these swords and knives.
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Ron Training with a Barong
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Interview with Ron Kosakowski from
Traditional Filipino Weapons.com (cont)
SBG: Of all the Filipino swords on offer on
your site - I have to admit that I am quite
drawn to the War Golok as it simply looks like
one heck of a mean chopper (though the Garab
Sword comes in a very close second)! :-) What
are your own thoughts on these particular
blades? And what are the main categories
these swords are divided into?
Ron Kosakowski: The War Golok is a northern region design. As you can see, it is a very
primitive looking sword.

It is a useful tool as well as a fantastic fighting
weapon. It’s slightly heavier than the other
swords so it can definitely be used to over
power another sword wielder. It is basically use
for slashing or hacking due to its design.
As for the Garab...it has a Talibong look to it
with a slightly meatier blade body style to it.

Some say it reminds them of a pirate sword for
some reason. It is a design you will find in the
southern regions of the Philippines. To feel the
Garab in your hand is to really appreciate its
battle potential. It is a sword that wants to slash
all by itself. I had a hard time putting it down
when I first got one. Though, I will admit, I
was like that with just about all of them. The

Garab sword has a little brother...the Garab
knife. That is another blade that once it is held,
you cannot put it down.
SBG: What’s in store for the future
at traditionalfilipinoweapons.com?
Ron Kosakowski: My goal is to have every ancient traditional weapon ever made in the Philippines. My blade makers are now actually traveling around finding the old timers who have
blades that have not been seen by the public, in
some cases, up to a hundred years. We are going
to resurrect these blades and have them available
on the Traditional Filipino Weapons website.
Soon I will have these new ones available on the
site along with the large selection that is already
there.
We already have far more than anyone else selling SE Asian blades, especially in the area of the
Philippine bladed weapons. I am also looking
into other Philippine indigenous weapons outside of bladed weapons only. For people who
are looking to collect Filipino weapons, they
will not have to look to hard anymore.
Some people have asked me if I will be getting
Chinese, Japanese, Middle Eastern, etc., designs
some day. Right now, I want to focus on just
Filipino weapons. If the day comes where we
have all the indigenous Filipino weapons, maybe
then I will make that next step and get into other
weapon cultures.







“My blade makers are
now actually traveling
around finding the old
timers who have blades
that have not been seen

For more information and prices visit:
www.traditionalfilipinoweapons.com

RON KOSAKOWSKI’s BACKGROUND


Ron with my personal
favorite Filipino Sword,
the War Golok!

Owner and head instructor of the Practical Self Defense
Training Center since 1988
Has taught 46 Workshops in JKD, Kali, Kun Tao and Integrated Grappling Systems for long distant students as of the
beginning of 2003 at the PSDTC starting in 1991
Taught well over 35 Rape and Mugging prevention seminars
Defensive Tactics for handling violent offenders for the
Army Corps of Engineers throughout the 90's to date biyearly
Taught special tactics to Army Rangers during the years of
92-95
Teaches a women’s self defense course at Adult Education
in Litchfield Ct.










by the public, in some
cases, up to a hundred
years...”

Instructor for an airline security workshop in Baltimore
Maryland right after 9/11/01 Trainer for no holds barred,
Thai Boxing and grappling tournament fighters
Trainer in weapon retention, knife defenses and takedowns
to subduing for all types of Law Enforcement for noncompliant suspects
Trainer in subduing and come-along tactics for bouncers
Instructor for local and international seminars for Jeet
Kune Do, Kali, Kun Tao and Integrated Grappling Systems
Instructor for child abduction prevention seminars
Instructor for self-defense and safety tactics for the elderly
Trainer for Waterbury Hospital EMTs since the year 2000
Instructor experience starting at the Rossi Academy of Self
Defense (Kun Tao instruction) starting back in the early
80's
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AoV Design a Sword Competition
VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE DESIGN!
You might remember in the December issue of
the Digest we announced the Arms of Valor
Design a Sword Competition, where the winner
gets their design brought to life by the talented
team at Generation 2 (plus an accompanying
fantasy poster by Erik. T. Hilliker and wall
plaque).
Well, the number of entries was truly overwhelming—and in the end a panel of four was
selected to narrow down the competition to just
7 possible winners…
Unfortunately as you can see here the original
poll to decide who the winner was got a bit
messy and took a turn for the worse, with a few
people (unintending to do any harm I might
add) wreaking havoc upon the delicate balance
of the fledgling SBG forums by asking their
friends to vote for them—which tipped the balance of the competition firmly in their favour…

to decide which design in each category is the
best!
You can vote one time in each category, with
the final results to be announced first on the forums and in next months edition of the Digest.
So have a quick look over the designs and become a part of sword history.
One from each category will be brought to life
and become available at a very special discount
to SBG members, so choose carefully…! :-)

CLICK HERE TO
SUBMIT YOUR VOTE

Out of this though, a new much more robust
voting system (that will be used for all future
SBG forum competitions) was developed. And
it also been decided that the competition will
now have TWO winners -one fantasy sword
(which will include the wall plaque and poster)
and one Historical Sword!
Anyway, after all has been said and done, each
member of the forums and/or subscriber to the
Sword Buyers Digest now gets the opportunity

Another fine example of
the artwork by Erik. T. Hilliker who will be designing
the winner of the sword
competitions poster

“The Competition will
now have TWO
winners –one fantasy
sword (which will
include the wall plaque
One of the Fantasy Designs, The Deriavis.

and poster) and one
Historical Sword!”

TrueSwords.com:
LOWEST PRICES ONLINE FOR COLD STEEL
SWORDS AND KNIVES...
The Cold Steel Warrior Katana
Normally US$550 direct from Cold Steel.
Available for just US$274.99 at Trueswords.com
Many other Cold Steel swords and knives at unbelievably low prices. Extra FAST shipping—look
for the IN STOCK designators to see what’s available and ready to go right now...
See the complete Section of Cold Steel Swords here
© Sword-Buyers-Guide.com 2007
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Got a Functional Sword?
Send in your review and WIN!
It’s nothing really new, but for well over a year
now SBG has been buying and giving away a
US$10 gift voucher to use at Reliks.com for
each and every review sent in and published on
SBG.
Well, this month sees a continuation of this
tradition—but since it’s SBG’s 2nd birthday,
I’ve decided to up the ante and add some cool
prizes on top of the voucher! :-)
Each entry still gets the $10 gift voucher. But
this month, the guidelines are relaxed—if you
don’t want to send in a head and shoulders
photo—that’s cool. And if you don’t want to
use your full name, but just a first name and
initial (or initial and surname) then that’s ok
too (after all, not everyone is as silly as me and
gets their mug shot pasted all over the net!).
As long as you can send in some original photos and your opinions, this month you automatically qualify for the voucher.

But it gets even better…!
Because if you send in a review this month, it
will also go into the draw to win yourself a
FREE sword by my favourite sword manufacturers, either Generation 2 (if your thing is medieval or ancient style swords) or Cheness Cut-

lery (if you’re a fan of Japanese blades).
All you need to do is to enter your review in the
new ‘Sword Reviews’ section of the SBG Sword
Forum and I’ll send you your US$10 gift
voucher to spend at Reliks.com
Then from the 1st of March, SBG members can
vote on their favorite review—and the most
popular review will win either a 10th century
Viking Sword, Maximilian Sword, 12th Century
Medieval Sword or Wasp Waisted Roman Gladius (kindly donated by Jason at AoV) or a Cheness Cutlery Shura or Kaze 9260 Katana from
SBG—shipped to you ANYWHERE IN THE
WORLD FOR FREE!
There really has never been a better time to submit a review to SBG!

One of the FREE
swords you can win in
this months competition, Gen2’s 12th Century Medieval Sword!

So what are you waiting for?
For guidelines and the lowdown on how to submit your review, take a quick gander over to the
submit your review page and get cracking!

“If you send in a review
this month, it will also
go into the draw to win

TO GET STARTED CLICK HERE!

yourself a FREE sword

The only caveats are that you must be of legal
age to enter and your sword must be
‘functional’ (i.e. No stainless steel wall hangers
thanks!) and it must be available online for under $300 (excludes eBay specials).

by my favorite sword
manufacturers…”

10% off all Windlass Steelcrafts
Swords at Reliks.com
Simply use the special coupon code ‘RELIKS-SBG’ in their
checkout and save a whopping 10% of their already low prices on
their entire range of Windlass Steelcrafts Medieval Swords.
If you shop around, you’ll quickly see that this offer makes these
swords available at the very lowest prices on the internet. Plus a
small portion of each sale helps keep SBG and the Sword Buyers
Digest Online Magazine funded.

Click here to see out what Windlass Swords are in Stock Today!
© Sword-Buyers-Guide.com 2007
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The Red Sword Review (Funny)

A very different review from the SBG Sword Forum...
A Camera, boredom and a razor sharp wit can
lead to some pretty amusing situations…

on the blade about one third of the way up.

The sword handles very well and is extremely
Thus was the case when SBG Forumite Sargon light!
decided to pen a little review of what is perhaps
The best thing about this sword is that I got it for
the best value for money sword ANYWHERE
free!
and post it on the SBG Sword Forum.
I hope you enjoy it as much as I did! ;-)

The verdict:
Historical accuracy: 1/5

THE RED SWORD REVIEW

Fit and finish: 3/5
Handling: 5/5
Structural integrity: 0/5
Value for money: 5/5

By Canadian SBG Forumite Sargon
This will be my first review; I hope you will
find it valuable and informative.

OVERALL: 4/5

The ‘Red Sword’ is attractive though I found it
a little too small.
The blade was unsharpened but the polish was
excellent with no scratches or discoloration.

Below are some pics...

The sword didn’t come with a scabbard, but it I
think comes in other colours associating the
sword with its colour (or color for our American friends).

WHERE TO BUY (Editors Note)

The fittings are great and the sword was put
together very well—as if the entire sword is
one piece.
I haven’t tested the durability and structural
integrity yet, but I suspect it is somewhat lacking, especially after I tried flexing the blade.
The result of this exercise was a whitish mark

Due to the standardized price tag of $0 per
sword, finding an online vendor who is willing
to stock this blade can be difficult (though they
are available for 1c and $50 postage on eBay)...
However, it is possible to pick up 80 red swords
(with bonus hand forged combat umbrellas) for
US$17.40 here at: http://www.awesomedrinks.

com/accessories_garnishments.html
;-)
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The Infamous Red Sword:
Revolutionary $0 price tag!
“The fittings are great and
the sword was put together
very well—as if the entire
sword is one piece...”
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Best Forum Posts (from the SBG Sword Forum)

Titanium Swords: Not all that you might think they are cracked up to be…
http://sbgswordforum.proboards70.com/index.cgi?board=fantasyswords&action=display&thread=1165956539
How to make your own sword—a walkthrough (soon to go on the SBG site)
http://sbgswordforum.proboards70.com/index.cgi?board=swordmaking&action=display&thread=1166488310
Types and styles of the Japanese Sword Arts
http://sbgswordforum.proboards70.com/index.cgi?board=jsa&action=display&thread=1166551196
Modern Swords Compared to the Old Ways—the Evolution of the Sword
http://sbgswordforum.proboards70.com/index.cgi?board=swordhistory&action=display&thread=1168053355
Jason from Arms of Valors Sword Customization Project
http://sbgswordforum.proboards70.com/index.cgi?board=swordcustom&action=display&thread=1168912681
SBG Forumite Collections of European Swords—who’s got what!
http://sbgswordforum.proboards70.com/index.cgi?board=euromedieval&action=display&thread=1165440024

VIDEO of the MONTH (Funny!)
“by the nine
moons of Nectar I strike with
force”, “I seem
to remember
you” and perhaps the funniest
lines SON:
“Dad, that’s not
how you carve a
pumpkin” DAD:
“I know son, I
KNOW…”

The Pumpkin Broadsword!
I’d have to say that this is probably one of the
funniest ‘sword’ videos I’ve seen on Youtube to
date…
Brought to my attention by ‘Hobomurai’ in his
first post on the SBG Sword Forum, it really
does have some classic lines in there:

SON: “Dad, That’s not
how you carve a
pumpkin!”
DAD: “I know son……...
I Know…”

Very nicely
done, with the
appropriate level
of maniacal
pumpkin chopping—this blade
actually cuts
pretty nicely! (I’ve tried to identify it but
it’s hard to see clearly in the pics).
Certainly looks like fun anyway, in a maniacal kind of way! :-)

Click HERE to Watch
the Video
© Sword-Buyers-Guide.com 2007

Disturbing, but quite hilarious! “Grimlak, your journey
has ended here”

SWORD BUYERS DIGEST:

M AG A Z I N E

“That’s All Folks!”

Back Issues:

I hope you enjoyed this
issue of the Sword buyers
Digest Magazine as much
as I enjoyed putting it
together for you!

October 2006
November 2006
December 2006

See you all next month,
where we will be announcing the winner of
both the Design a Sword Competition and the FREE
Sword for the best review Competition, plus lots more!

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscribing to the Sword Buyers Digest is absolutely
FREE, to sign up visit my subscriptions page here

Until then, stay safe and have fun with swords!

Paul Southren

ADVERTISING
Have a product that you think would be of interest to my subscribers? Send your enquiries to:
Paul@sword-buyers-guide.com

Emails to the Editor...
Devon. M (Canada): Hi, I just bought my 1st katana sword from ebay. its
a "full tang?" katana. the blade is 27" long and the handle length is 11.5"
just a few questions, whats the diff between the 1065 carbon steel blade
and the 1045?. Also when it comes to quality, can the full tang katana's
be compared to say...paul chen?

Thanks for your feedback.
Actually, the sticky stuff inside the saya is a common issue on Masahiro swords and is caused by the type of wood they use. The solution
is to use a cleaning rod that you would use for a rifle to get inside the
saya - should do the job quite nicely. Hope this helps.

thx for the help.
SBG: Thanks for your email and congratulations on your sword! :-)
To answer your questions the 10xx refers to the percentage of carbon in
the steel so 1045 is .45% carbon and 1065 is .65 carbon, with the more
carbon content the harder the steel (though at higher levels of 1095 etc,
it starts getting slightly towards the brittle side). More info here: http://
www.sword-buyers-guide.com/battle-ready-sword.html
As far as comparisons to Paul Chen - it's hard to say because there are
a lot of factors to consider. One is how thick is the steel and the shape of
the edge (rolled appleseed, single bevel, etc), another (and perhaps the
most important) is how it has been heat treated. The strength of the fittings, tightness of the wrap, etc are other factors - and this is just the tip
of the iceberg... It's a lot to learn, but well w orth the journey of discovery
as you go... :-) In the beginning stages though, it helps to look around
and gather as many different opinions on any given sword on the various
fora and sites and try out other peoples recommendations until you get a
feel for it yourself.

Art. S (USA): Re: Bringing back the Gen2 Excaliber sword. Put me
down on your "petition" to have these made again. I just ordered the
Gen2 Maximilian, due to the info on your site. If the Excaliber were
available, I probably would have ordered that instead....
If my wife doesn't "hit me over the head" for ordering the Maximilian,
and if it is as good as touted, I would probably order an Excaliber
were it available....
Thanks, and BTW, good info & GREAT SITE!
SBG: Perhaps the best way would be to start a petition thread on my
forum and see what the response is: http://sbgswordforum.
proboards70.com/index.cgi
If they can see enough interest, I am sure something could be done
to see it come back. I'll leave it up to you if you want to get the ball
rolling! :-)
P.S. I am sure you will love the Maximilian! It perform s exactly as
shown in my review, there's no smoke and mirrors at SBG! :-)

Hope this helps.

Stephen. P (USA): well, i recently bought a masahiro sword (daimyo
model) even though people said it was bad. so, i read the comment on
the bamboo model, and took a chance. As it turns out, its great! fittings,
blade (although the kisaki could use some work) every thiong is alright
for the 89$ tag. Only thing is the saya. inside, there is some wax t hat
constantly sticks to the blade when i draw it.
wondering if you have ever incountered this, and if you have any idea
how to clean the saya without damaging the inside. anyway, thanks, love
the site, peace
SBG: Hi Stephen,

Brandon. B (USA) Just a plug to help bring back the Gen 2 Excalibur.
SBG: I've had quite a few requests for this - but my best idea is this:
Post your request on my new sword forum: http://sbgswordforum.
proboards70.com/index.cgi
Clyde Hollis who makes Generation 2 swords is a member there,
and once he sees enough requests, I am sure he will come up with
something! :-)
NOTE: Still waiting for someone to start that thread… But Clyde, if
you are reading this—I still get emails like this every few days…!! :-)
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